The carer's perspective: results of a survey of attitudes to dental care in 250 residential homes in Manchester.
A postal survey of 250 residential homes in the Manchester area was undertaken in late spring 1991. The 152 questionnaires returned gave information about 3757 residents. In spite of an apparently adequate understanding of the importance of dental care, carers did not appear to provide as effective a service as they thought necessary. Ninety-one percent of carers realised dentures do not last indefinitely and 77.4% thought dentures should be checked every 2 years. Yet, in over 50% of homes, there was no provision for regular dental checks and in only 42.8% were residents seen every 2 years. It was pleasing to note that 70.7% of respondents welcomed the suggestion of a half-day educational workshop. Suggestions are made for assisting homes with areas of particular concern. The importance of good rapport with local dental surgeons is stressed.